
Northeast Center
2017 Summer  Study Group Offerings

space availability for study groups as of 05/22/2017 01:00PM

Go to http://www.esc.edu/myesc  to register

Online  Study Groups

_________________________________---________________________________

Adirondack History  4  cr     with Kate Dermody      8 week
spaces avail.: American History - fullyfulfills SUNY gen. ed. req in Adv./L iberal13

This study w ill examine the history of  the Adirondacks through the lens of a critical paradox: how  can humans preserve our natural beauty w hile allow ing
public access to these places? The study w ill f irst investigate the pull factors and industries of the Adirondacks and the effects on the conservation
movements. Students w ill read William H.H. Murray’s w ritings and explore historical promotional images of the Adirondacks. This class w ill f irst investigate
the pull factors and industries of the Adirondacks, and the effects on the conservation movements. Murray, as w ell as other w riters w rote of the beauty,
solitude and intimacy of the nature and Adirondacks. We w ill examine these w ritings, to explore how  and w hy this “tourist propaganda” facilitated in the
creation of the “American Vacation.” In our study w e w ill examine the lure of simplicity and the illusion of “roughing it” in the Adirondacks. We w ill read William
H.H. Murray’s w ritings, and explore historical promotional images of the Adirondacks. The study  w ill explore the future of conservation and the Adirondacks.

** Online Study Group **         

American History from 1865 to Present Day  4  cr     with Kate Dermody      8 week
spaces avail.: American History - fullyfulfills SUNY gen. ed. req in Adv./L iberal14

We w ill carefully examine our American culture and w hat makes us precisely unique. We w ill connect themes, ideas and main concepts that w eave our
diverse American tapestry. Specif ically, the study w ill look at the American dream and how  these goals are still relevant today. We w ill intensively investigate
the Industrial Revolution in the United States during the 1880's and connect to the Information Revolution of the 2000's. Will the United States alw ays be
innovators? Where is our future going? The goals of this study are to connect the past and future and examine American History through a critical lens.

** Online Study Group **         

Building a Civil Society in the Middle East  1  cr     with Efrat Levy      8 week
spaces avail.: Other World Civilizations - partiallyfulfills SUNY gen. ed. req in Intro and Adv./Liberal25

This one credit component is a requirement for anyone registering for the other studies offered as part of  this f ield experience. Students w ill participate in an
introductory online module, w hich w ill include general topics as w ell as preparatory w ork for the specif ic courses they are enrolled in. General topics to be
covered w ill include: the historical background and current initiatives in building a civil society in the Middle East; the framew ork of non-governmental
organizations in the Middle East; new  initiatives in social entrepreneurship, the basics of non-prof it management. Online modules after the f ield experience
w ill be tailored to the specif ic topics of their courses.

** Online Study Group **         

Genocide: A Global Perspective  4  cr     with Kate Dermody      8 week
spaces avail.: Western Civilization - fully

Other World Civi lizations - fully
fulfills SUNY gen. ed. req in Adv./L iberal13

This study w ill examine the concept of  genocide as it is def ined by the UN charter. We w ill investigate the climate building up to each global genocide and
patterns that emerge in all parts of  the w orld. We w ill read and analyze primary documents and answ er the questions:  What constitutes genocide? How do
these events occur? How  and why do ordinary citizens participate? Who is to blame and w ho should be held accountable? Most importantly, how  can w e
prevent genocide? We w ill study: the Holocaust, Genocide in Rw anda, Cambodia, Armenia, Famine – Genocide of Ukraine and the recent events in Darfur.

** Online Study Group **         

History of Social Welfare  4  cr     with Joseph Yogtiba      8 week
spaces avail.: Social Sciences - fullyfulfills SUNY gen. ed. req in Adv./L iberal10

The study provides an historical background of social w elfare institutions and practices from  medieval  European times to the passage of the Elizabethan
Poor Law s (1601) in England. The study principally w ill examine salient events in the evolution of social w elfare institutions in the United States from Colonial
times  to the present. This includes in-depth analyses of w atershed events such as the Great Depression, The New  Deal, as w ell as dominant philosophies
and social values, and sociopolitical events that inf luenced the development, or lack thereof, of  social w elfare policy and institutions in the United States.

** Online Study Group **         
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History of Women in America  4  cr     with Kate Dermody      8 week
spaces avail.: American History - fullyfulfills SUNY gen. ed. req in Intro and Adv./Liberal10

This study w ill carefully examine the history of  w omen in America. We w ill study w omen through the colonial period to modern day in the United States. We
w ill examine the role of w omen, and how  that role has evolved, changed or stayed the same throughout our history. As a class, we w ill connect themes, ideas
and main concepts of w omen’s history and women’s Studies. We w ill look at individuals as w ell as events that shaped w omen’s history. Students w ill explore
the history of  w omen in the United States though listening, reading and view ing. Students w ill be required to analyze primary documents, music and videos
from the dif ferent historical periods and connect to the modern times. We w ill also analyze current day w omen’s issues from today’s “mom” to w hat
influences our younger w omen.

** Online Study Group **         

Information Technology, Ethics, & Society  4  cr     with Mete Cetiner      8 week
spaces avail.: Social Sciences - partiallyfulfills SUNY gen. ed. req in Adv./L iberal10

In this study, w e w ill evaluate the impact of  information technology (IT) on our lives and society, and w e w ill examine how  w e use current IT applications for
dif ferent purposes. The study w ill also provide you w ith an understanding of the fundamental principles of ethics. You w ill analyze a series of cases and
real-life situations w here individuals or organizations face social or ethical dilemmas, or legal sanctions in relation to the use of IT in dif ferent environments.

** Online Study Group **         

Introduction to Spoken Arabic  3  cr     with Efrat Levy      8 week
spaces avail.: Foreign Language - fullyfulfills SUNY gen. ed. req in Intro/Liberal15

This is part of  the f ield experience "Building a Civil Society" in the Middle East, and registration for and participation in that is a co-requisite. . This study w ill
be offered at the introductory level. Using an experiential approach to language learning, this study w ill incorporate cultural content, various media (films,
poetry etc.) and advanced technology. Students w ill be able to gain basic reading and w riting skills in Classical Arabic (reading and w riting). The emphasis
w ill be on gaining spoken skills in Arabic language spoken in the Levant. Classroom learning w ill be complemented by f ield trips in the surrounding area.
Students w ill continue learning after the f ield experience through an on-line Arabic language program.

** Online Study Group **         

Leadership for a Sustainable Democracy in the Middle East  3  cr     with Efrat Levy      8 week
spaces avail.: Other World Civi lizations - fullyfulfills SUNY gen. ed. req in Intro and Adv./Liberal15

This is part of  the f ield experience “Building a Civil Society in the Middle East” and registration for, and participation in that is a co-requisite. This course w ill
present prominent models in current leadership scholarship that strive to strengthen democratic values and communities' resilience through participatory
action. The course w ill present various models of  democratic ruling, highlighting the values and elaborating on the practices of deliberative,
participatory-democracy. Students w ill apply these models in discussing the need for and w ays to support civil societies in the Middle East Students w ill
consider multiple perspectives on leadership and how  those perspectives also contribute to an understanding of leadership that is consistent w ith theories
and practices of conf lict resolution and management. Students w ill also develop and articulate their ow n prof ile of  leadership as related to conf lict resolution
and management.

** Online Study Group **         

Photography as a Bridge Between Cultures  3  cr     with Efrat Levy      8 week
spaces avail.: The Arts - fullyfulfills SUNY gen. ed. req in Intro and Adv./Liberal15

This is part of  the f ield experience “Building a Civil Society in the Middle East” and registration for, and participation in that is a co-requisite. In addition to
gaining individualized photography skills, this study w ill engage students in learning how  art can be used as a w ay to learn about other cultures, as the means
through w hich to “recognize the other.” Photography lessons w ill be complemented by projects including visits to Arab and Jew ish communities. Students w ill
also be exposed to the w ork of curating museum exhibits in a gallery w ith a social mission.

** Online Study Group **         

Rock and Roll History  4  cr     with Kate Dermody      8 week
spaces avail.: American History - fully

The Arts - fully
fulfills SUNY gen. ed. req in Intro and Adv./Liberal7

We w ill carefully examine American culture through the lens of Rock and Roll. We w ill examine Rock and Roll as a part of  culture and how  it changed
perceptions and norms. We w ill look at w hat makes rock and roll precisely unique. We w ill connect themes, ideas and main concepts that w eave our diverse
American tapestry. Specif ically, this study w ill examine Rock and Roll and revolution f it together and how  these ideas are still relevant today. As a class w e
w ill examine the lives of places, events, and people, it w ill be your job to f ind your ow n sense of historical belonging. Why should w e care about Rock and
Roll? Students w ill explore the History of Rock and Roll in the United States though listening, reading and view ing. Students w ill be required to analyze
primary documents, music and videos from the dif ferent time periods and connect the historical themes.

** Online Study Group **         
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Sex, History & Art  4  cr     with Anthony Anadio      8 week
spaces avail.: Western Civilization - fully

The Arts - fully
fulfills SUNY gen. ed. req in Intro and Adv./Liberal11

Perhaps one of the most controversial topics in history, sex is as much a necessity for survival as is food, clothing, and shelter, and w e can all say w e are
here because of it. Discussions and depictions of sex can be both taboo and tolerable at the same time w ith unpredictable sw ings of opinion throughout time.
As part of  the biological and cultural evolution of humanity, it is more than mere procreation. Sex is a pow erful force in the development of  religion, politics,
and art. It has played a role in w arfare, moral and legal codes, and sometimes it just drives us crazy. Beginning w ith a bit of pre-history, w e w ill follow -up w ith
the Greeks and continue through the Renaissance as w e examine the symbolism and narratives of sex across a range of topics that include: sexuality,
homosexuality, bestiality, incest, rape, prostitution, gender roles, love, and marriage. This study fully meets tw o Gen Ed requirements: Western Civilization
and The Arts.

** Online Study Group **         

The Hudson River & its Valley: A Highway of Ideas & Commerce  4  cr     with Anthony Anadio      8 week
spaces avail.: The Arts - fully

American History - fully
fulfills SUNY gen. ed. req in Intro and Adv./Liberal13

In his search for the imagined Northw est Passage to China, Henry Hudson sailed up the river that now  bears his name. The immense w ealth that w ould have
follow ed from such a discovery was an irresistible lure for intrepid explorers and European nations. Realizing that he could navigate no further than
present-day Albany, Hudson turned back, but over the next four centuries, immense w ealth has steadily f low ed from the w aterw ay that the Indians called
“Muh-he-kun-ne-tuk” (river that f low s tw o w ays). We w ill look at the River and its valley from a multitude of perspectives as w e examine its role in the
development of  the original colonies, transportation, commerce, w arfare, literature, the art of  the Hudson River School, environmental concerns, and
American Identity. Additionally, w e w ill consider the notion of local history. In that context, even though the River is in the eastern part of  New  York State, the
opening of the Erie Canal in 1825 stretched its inf luence across the state. Few  things have transformed a state so completely, and in this study, w e w ill
explore the many connections betw een culture and history.

** Online Study Group **         
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Albany Study Groups

_________________________________Tuesdays________________________________

Painting Outdoors: Summer Landscape for Beginners  4  cr     with Marta Jaremko      8 week
spaces avail.: The Arts - fullyfulfills SUNY gen. ed. req in Intro/Liberal7

The emphasis of  this study is on learning technique and fundamental w atercolor painting skills w hile developing a basic understanding of composition.
Progress in this study depends on completing all assignments and on w eekly critiques of each student's individual w ork. Therefore, it is essential that w ork be
turned in on a w eekly basis. Painting students learn so much from having their w ork critiqued, as w ell as from critiquing others' w ork. There w ill be short
w eekly critiques w ith students' participation at the end of each session.

Albany    Tuesdays  5:30 - 8:00 p.m.  5/16, 5/23, 5/30, 6/6, 6/13, 6/20, 6/27

Understanding and Managing Stress  4  cr     with Cathy Davison      8 week
spaces avail.: Adv./L iberal12

According to Hans Selye, father of  stress research, “It is not stress that kills us, it is our reaction to it.” In this study, students w ill learn the def inition of stress,
key sources of stress, ef fects of  stress on health, and strategies to prevent and cope w ith stress. Students w ill explore the consequences of stress on
individuals and in social environments such as families, w orkplaces, and communities. Students w ill apply their know ledge in a series of practical exercises
designed to cope w ith stressors in modern life. This study group w ill meet four times. Students w ill read from assigned texts, w rite short daily ref lections,
complete four w ritten assignments, and create a f inal project. This course is designed to address the follow ing degree plan guidelines: Community and
Human Services: know ledge of human behavior

Albany    Tuesdays  5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  5/16, 5 /30, 6/13, 6/27

_________________________________Thursdays________________________________

Statistics  4  cr     with Amy Salvati      15 week
spaces avail.: Mathematics - fullyfulfills SUNY gen. ed. req in Intro/Liberal15

This study covers the fundamental concepts and methods of descriptive and inferential statistics. Students w ill gain an understanding of statistical concepts
and statistical methods in summarizing and interpreting information. Major topics include data distributions, data relationships, producing data, probability,
inference, and regression. Students should have a working know ledge of algebra.

Albany  444  Thursdays  5:30-7:30 p.m.  5/18, 5/25, 6/8, 6/22, 7/6, 7/20, 8/3, 8/17

Page 4 5/22/2017Northeast Center - Saratoga



Saratoga Study Groups

_________________________________Mondays________________________________

Writing for Caregivers  2  cr     with Elaine Handley      8 week
spaces avail.: Basic Communications - partiallyfulfills SUNY gen. ed. req in Intro and Adv./Liberal13

Most of  us are caregivers at some point in our lives and many of us are professional caregivers. Research show s that caring for a loved one on a regular
basis produces stress, illness, and a higher frequency of death. Even w ith professional training, caregiving is challenging and can lead to burn-out. Based on
the w ork of Dr. James Pennebaker, this course w ill use w riting as a tool to process our caregiving experience w hile coming to a deeper understanding of the
caretaker role.

Saratoga    Mondays  5:30-7:30 p.m.  5/15, 5/29, 6/12, 6/26
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